Natalia’s Dream Boy
[as of July 20th 2022 - for updates, come back later :)]
I will start from what I am looking for and then explain more who I am and why I
wrote this text in the first place :)
What I Am Looking For
1.Personality.
!Good at heart. He is fair with people. He enjoys building his own life but not at the
cost of others.
!Hard-working. He doesn’t need to look for reasons or motivational strategies to
start working in the morning as he just enjoys what he does for a living. He
can work hard for a long time and wait for the delayed gratification. He
works harder than the typical 9-5.
I work hard (and play hard!), hard work makes me feel high more than anything, and
I just can’t imagine having out someone who drinks in bar every evening. I
mean, I can imagine it very well because I used to be with someone like this,
and it wasn’t any good for me. Not mentioning that such people tend to eventually leave the hard working person anyways.
By the way, from my experience, in the European culture, hard-working people are
highly stigmatized and discriminated by the opposite gender. For this reason,
they are often afraid to admit how hardworking they are—they pitch themselves as “spontaneous” and “enjoying life” instead, and pretend that they go
out and take vacations and weekends free just like everyone else.
I would actually be happy to hear from the guy I meet that they are hard working and
proud of it. I would also be happier knowing that someone whom I am with, is
proud of me instead of treating my affinity to hard work as a bad value and
mercifully tolerating it—just as some guys I have met before did.
!Trustworthy and decent. He might be adventurous in professional life, but in private life, he doesn’t play games and doesn’t search for adrenaline. He is also
not manipulative and he speaks his mind if he likes you instead of making
you wonder and suffer. He has some personal standards and rules. He is focused on building things long-term, and starts every relationship with that
mindset.
!Objective. He sees and says things as they are. He has his own judgement of the
world and other people. He is not brainwashed by media and public opinion.
He is not into empty activism.
!Warm. Not competitive when it comes to close relations. Able to openly express
joy from being with someone else. Appreciative of the woman he is with.
This doesn’t need to mean “very romantic.” Although it does not hurt if it
does!

!Positive. Smiling often. Not complaining and not dwelling on little inconveniences.
Not comparing himself to others. Not jealous of other people’s success. This
might sound obvious but I recently realized that many people slowly become
bitter and jealous of others with age—even if they are, objective, privileged
and successful.
!He likes peacefulness in private life. He does not need bungee jumping, a trip to
Bali, a dinner in a fancy restaurant, or other Intagrammable things to feel
happy. He likes a simple life: a movie, a stroll in the park, an excursion to a
club or spa, or an evening with friends. He values good conversation higher
than fireworks. I always juggle a lot of projects in professional life and I tend
to risk a lot, so when at home, I search for relax, mental support, trust, and
understanding. And I would like to spend time with people like me.
!Has some wisdom and peace of mind. He can learn from mistakes, and he has a lot
of street knowledge. You can learn some things from him that you cannot
learn from any book; things about the world and other people that he learned
all by himself and from his own mistakes.
!Self-sufficient. He can function as a single person. Someone who would rather be
alone than hanging around with a person who is below his standards. He has
some vision of himself and what he wants to do with his life. He would get
there even alone—but obviously, it is more pleasant to do it with someone
else!
!Someone who learns from mistakes. Someone who didn’t have too many relationships before. It’s funny because according to the official statistics, women
usually prefer guys who had many partners before as they perceive them as
more attractive.
I think the opposite; if someone had many partners before, it means to me that he
failed multiple times and probably doesn’t learn from mistakes. It is understandable if the first relationship doesn’t work out, or second, or even third,
but if someone had 15 girlfriends to date, I’m just not interested in taking the
risk of becoming the next failed project. Also, it is important to me that he
doesn’t say anything negative about his ex-es and doesn’t blame them for his
failed relationships.
!Good with emotions: comprehending them and expressing them if necessary. Has
some empathy for other people. If something goes wrong, he can explain that
without being pressed. He is mindful of his own emotions and can recognize
where they come from. It does not mean that every conversation needs to be
about emotions; I mean that when it comes to such conversations, he does
not run from them. He must understand his own needs and emotions really
well—many people don’t and this is usually catastrophic for the relationship.
!Caring. I don’t think the definition is necessary here :)
!Sense of humor. Any sense of humor is good although I would appreciate if it is not
too nerdy :) Generally, a positive attitude to life. An optimist. We experience
lots of stress in professional lives, and there is always yet another reason to

worry about, so it’s good to have someone around who has distance to himself and to life, and who doesn’t take himself too seriously. And actually,
when I think about it, all the guys I was hanging out to date were helpless
goofs, so I think it’s quite an important thing to me after all.
!Good with people. This doesn’t mean having 10,000 friends but at least, not being
afraid of meeting new people and being interested in who they are, and what
is important to them. Just curious about people in general.
!Extravert-introvert person. He feels good both among other people and on his own.
He doesn’t require constant attention.
!Someone who can say “no” when necessary. I would rather hear “sorry, I won’t do
it” once in a while than just see someone agree for anything and suddenly
disappear once day — as it happened to me in the past.
!Easy going. Not paying attention to unimportant details. Some people need everything done their own way and pay attention to way too many things related to
how you look, speak, sit, behave, or how your place looks, etc. I need someone who accepts me as I am and lets me live my way without assessing me at
every moment, and commenting on thousands of unimportant things.
!No ego games. Someone who does not have the desire to outpower or outsmart
other people. He doesn’t compare himself with others, just works on his own
progress.
!Builder not consumer. Not materialistic and not chasing after the newest gadgets to
forever increase his level of comfort. Money is means to achieve safety and
freedom for him, rather than a good necessary to live a lavish lifestyle. He
focuses on building and creating stuff rater than eating and trying stuff.
!Enjoys the accompany of so-called strong women. Gives them space to develop.
Supportive rather than competitive attitude towards those individuals. My
experience is that many guys seem appreciative of strong women at first, but
they soon start competing and digging holes under their feet. So, I need
someone who is a real feminist at heart instead of just pretending to be so.
And, support is more than just sheer tolerance. I enjoy people who admire
ambition, not just tolerate it. I’m the same by the way.
!He has good, friendly, deep relations with his own family, or at least with some of
his family members.
!Not afraid to take calculated risks—for instance, to ask a woman out if there is a
spark. It’s incredible how men are intimidated these days… Hundred years
ago, men used to enlist in the army to raise funds for their weddings, while
today, they are often too cowardly to ask a woman out to a coffee. It is just a
shame, and I don’t find such a shyness attractive.
!Someone who is monogamous by nature—as opposed to some people out there
who are polyamorous, and to whom a monogamic relation is a compromise.

!Tuned to partnership. Someone who is looking for a partnership in a relationship;
he neither wants to wear trousers or expects the woman to do it. Someone
who shares responsibilities.
!He doesn’t expect others to be copies of himself. I live in the Netherlands where
people often don’t objectively assess someone else’s value but rather, focus
on how much the other person is similar to them, including hobbies, ways of
spending free time, taste for music or films, and all the other unimportant
things.
I have some habits that might seem weird (like the affinity to watching horror movies
of class Z, going to EDM concerts and dancing like a mad person, or coming
up with new business ideas in a 90℃ Finnish sauna) and I don’t expect anyone to share them with me. If someone does, great, if not, also fine! I would
also appreciate if the other party doesn’t press on me to adopt all their habits
or perceives it as a bad quality if I don’t share them.
!Trusting. I only decide to officially be with someone if it is a special person to me
and nothing sucks life energy out of me more than obsessively checking up
on me, secretly breaking into my email or phone, and other notorious signs
of distrust. I work with people a lot and travel often, so being around a control freak who cannot trust me would be a nightmare.
!Respect for privacy. Despite working online and using social media to get leads, I
am not obsessed with the Internet and I put boundaries on what I want to reveal about myself and my private life. I wouldn’t like to wake up one day
and see photos of myself sleeping drunk at a party on Facebook or so. I need
to feel safe around the other person and know that they won’t harm me this
way.
!He would like to have kids one day but knows how much of a lottery that is, thus
he is not obsessed about it. I wouldn’t leave a man if we found out that he is
dry, so it would be nice to know that he has the same mindset. But in general,
my default plan is that I DO want to make a serious attempt to start a full
family — so, if the other party excludes such a possibility, we wouldn’t fit
from the get-go.
!Conviction. Today’s plague is guys who cannot make any decisions. I don’t even
mean the big decisions such as the decision to spend your whole life with
someone, but rather, small decisions — such as the decision to temporarily
focus your energy on creating a relation with one woman instead of trying
with every woman that is available. If I don’t have any clear signs that I am
someone’s top choice at the moment, or that he notices and appreciates my
value, I simply pull back.
Once in the past, I was with someone who had a strong conviction from day 1 and I
still vividly remember how amazing that felt. He didn’t play any games with
me; he just told me that feels great talking to me and took initiative to make it
a daily routine and never let me go. I felt safe around him — and I felt like
home right from the get-go. So, I don’t want to lower my standards now and

go with someone who manipulates me, makes me worry and wonder what his
intentions are, et cetera.
!Just feels like home to be around him. I don’t know how to explain this but some
people have this property that you naturally feel good and comfortable
around them.
2. Mind
!Intelligent. More than one type of intelligence, or rather, something known as a Gfactor: an ability to find himself in various situations, and solve different types
of problems. To make it clear: intelligence has nothing to do with education
level. I met PhDs who are morons and people who never went to study at a
university who are extremely intelligent. So, I don’t judge people’s intellect by
their academic titles.
!He has his own plans. He has his own vision of what he wants do next—either a
company or some other type of project. I have my own company, in which I
work on career advisory and create new tools to help people steer themselves
in the job market, but I also have a broad general education and very broad
interests, including business development in general. So, I would be happy to
hear about almost any project. I would actually enjoy if it’s something different from what I do!
When I was finishing my PhD in 2017, I discovered that something called
blockchains exists. And I had no idea about it because I lived in a bubble in
which people were more interested in politicians arguing no the media than in
technological progress and real economy. Then, I met a lot of people in the
blockchain community and learned that many of them live in their own bubble, and are often detached from reality. So, in general, I believe that living in
one bubble in just unhealthy in the long run. To sum up this point, I believe
that it is important to match on lifestyle and values, and not necessarily on the
exact topic of what you do.
!Entrepreneurial. Not necessarily an entrepreneur by profession (although that
would be ideal!) but someone who knows what hustle is, and is not afraid to
hustle, make decisions, and put himself out of his comfort zone.
!Preferably, educated at least at Master’s level (or in the process). I tried myself
with lower educated people before; unfortunately, there were always hidden
complexes on the guy’s side that eventually came to the surface and ruined
the relationship. I don’t want to risk that again.
!Mature. Has a realistic view of the world. He knows that there is no free lunch, and
that one needs to put a lot of effort to achieve a good lifestyle (including a
good quality relationship).
!Young mind. Affinity to learn something new all the time. Creative mind. He cannot even imagine an office job that is all about doing the same thing over and
over again. Likes to think out of the box. Believes that one should learn for a
lifetime. He is not convenient. He can step out of his way sometimes, and

take compromises to sync his schedule with someone else’s. He can adjust a
little to someone else’s needs instead of adding them to his assets like items;
like parking a car in a garage where its place is.
!Thinking ahead. Enjoying the day but also sometimes thinking about what the plan
for the next 5, 10, 15 years is. Has some vision of how his life would look
like then. Of course the vision can change in the process, but at least he is
trying to keep some long-term goals.
!Deep into his work. He is an expert in something, or at least, he aims to become
one. He is not one of these talking heads who look for other people to put
their projects to life, but really tries to understand some topic in depth.
!He likes to have a sparing partner in a relationship. Professional and private life are
not two separate or competitive things for him—they should rather support
each other. He really lives with what he is doing so he enjoys accompany of
people whom he can talk about his stuff with.
!He puts a strong focus on the quality of the conversation in the relationship. Some
couples spend years in each other by watching movies together, going out,
shopping together, … and they never really talk.
I couldn’t live like this. At the end of the day, nothing can really beat a good conversation for me. And with a good conversation is like with taste of umami —
you feel it on your stomach but how can you actually give a recipe for it? It’s
just hard to describe what the components should be so I can’t really explain.
Some people just are naturally interesting to talk to while others are not, even
though technically they are intelligent. So, I would enjoy accompany of someone who values good conversation the same as I do.
!Not brainwashed by social media and media in general. He knows the difference
between internet and real life, and prefers building connections in real life.
Preferably, someone who does not use dating apps at all.
!Not an activist. Not a fanatic follower of any particular political idea, religious
movement, or philosophy. I highly enjoy people who attempt to solve some
serious societal problems—but there is a difference between building things
and ranting online that things are going bad.
!Doesn’t make life more complicated than it should be. Have no idea why people
hamster thousands of personal items, come up with complicated diets and
training plans, are overly pedantic, or plan every single minute of their day
for many weeks ahead. My life is very simple; I have a simple diet, I keep
only my two laptops and a bunch of clothes (made of fabric that doesn’t require ironing), I don’t spend more than a minute in front of the mirror per
day, and I have a flexible daily routine which gives me room for improvisation and creativity.
!Can chill for real. I have a busy professional life and I don’t look for fireworks in
private life. I don’t need to go out all that often, and I don’t want any drama,
competition, rushing, showing off, and any other form of tension at home.
For me, home is to chill and feel good, not to be perfect or be cool. A week-

end spent on a couch in pajamas and flip flops watching something awkward
on TV together and laughing at everything (like Depp vs Heard defamation
trial or some interesting documentary series) sounds like a perfect weekend
plan for me.
3. Looks and other parameters
!Someone without complexes — someone who truly likes himself. My observation
is that complexed guys make the worst partners and most inclined to flirt
around or cheat — just because they need to feed their ego all the time. I
don’t need the most attractive guy in the world but it would be good to be
around someone who perceives himself as attractive. I like my own butt, and
it would be good to be around someone who likes his too. :)
!Someone who is physically and mentally free at the moment. Many people live in
the past, and constantly compare with the previous partners. Well, not that.
!Age: I was modifying this category a few times, and in the end, I resigned to put
any brackets here. People just age so differently… I would like to know that
someone I’m with is not a child anymore—and metrical age has little to do
with it.
I feel that there are two groups of men; some guys maturate very early and when they
hit 20, they already know who they are and what they want from life. And
some other guys never maturate—if a guy is a child at 30, they will probably
always stay this way. Some women believe that, “they will change the guy and
help him grow.” I don’t believe so and I think it’s a mental trap; people fundamentally don’t change. The level of maturity often depends on profession as
well; e.g., if you have a company you need to grow up much faster than if you,
e.g., have a safe job in the public sector.
Secondly, I would like to know that someone who I’m with is still alive. As a matter
of fact, most people die at 30. They stop dreaming, thinking big, putting themselves out of their comfort zone, and solving problems. And all they think
about is how to settle down, work out a comfortable lifestyle for themselves,
and wait for retirement in these comfortable conditions. I’m not like that, and
observing my own parents who are close to 70 and both going strong, I know
that I will never be.
So, I need someone who is the same as me—still alive and to planning to age any
time soon. Some people are dead at 20 and some others are very much alive at
40, so there is no rule for this. To sum up, I don’t care about age all that much
because what really matters is the mental age and not the metrical age. And I
think that among all the possible things you can discriminate someone for, age
is the dumbest one.
!Height: preferably taller than me but negotiable. I’m 1,75m long by the way.
!Hair color: does not really matter. Just some hair, please!
!Some teeth would be nice too…

!And actually, it would be great if all the body parts are in place, if that’s not too
much to ask.
!Posture: preferably, not too skinny. It’s not as important though.
!As for the rest of the looks, one cannot really give any recipes. There are many
ways of being attractive, not just one. Some people are hot because they are
bold, while others are hot because they are humble. Partners need to be attracted to each other physically and there is no question about it. I guess this
can only be tested in practice! I have a soft spot for guys who look like teddy
bears but this is not a rule.
!Cuddliness. Quite cuddly! I am cuddly myself, almost an oxytocin junk, so it
would be a pity if the other party is not fond of cuddling at all…
!Religion: doesn’t really matter but hopefully not too religious. I’m not planning to
introduce any religious practices to my life so if this is the expectation, I’m
out.
!Political option: does not really matter but hopefully not too extremist. I have a bit
non-typical political views; I don’t believe political program matters as much
as the execution, so I always vote for/support the person I perceive as the
most accomplished and hard-working candidate regardless of their political
option. So, sometimes I’m on the democratic side, and sometimes on the republican side, depending on the candidates. So, it would be nice if the other
party is not a fanatic supporter of any political option because sooner or later,
our political views will clash.
!Diet: does not really matter but hopefully not too much of a fussy eater.
!Attitude to cleaning: preferably somewhere in the middle of the Gaussian, not too
pedantic and not too dirty.
!Preferably, someone without debts (other than a mortgage or a student loan).
!Someone who can stand a snoring person!
!I know that today, once you have cash, you can outsource virtually anything. Still,
it’s nice if he likes to do “manly stuff” sometimes: fix something at home,
tinker, build something. There is the whole young regeneration of guys who
have two left hands and couldn’t even exchange a bulb. I can handle myself
but it feels really good to be around a guy who wouldn’t die the first night he
was left alone in the woods :)
!An ability to cook is a big plus :)

Who I Am
Lastly, I can say a few words about myself — and why I wrote this text in first place.
My name is Natalia and I reside in the Netherlands (currently Nijmegen, and probably Amsterdam in the future). I have a little company, Ontology of Value, in
which I help professionals and teams form healthy relations and skillfully navigate in the job market and in business.
I spent my whole youth studying, reading books, and racing against other people. My
three Master programs and a PhD in computational neuroscience took me the
total of almost 15 years of a never-ending, purposeless grind. I don’t want to
live like that anymore. That’s why I chose a job in which I work with people a
lot, shake many hands, and travel. I also always dreamt of being an author and
an early-stage investor, so I decided to give myself a treat and just finally do it.
My daily life is a bit irregular because I wrap my deep work around meetings. In other words, I work whenever there is no one around to chat or party with :) It is a
simple life though. I have lots of intellectual needs, and psychological needs —
such as a need for safety, freedom, and trusted, deep relations — but my material needs are almost none. I don’t own almost any items, I don’t spend any time
in front of the mirror, I am not obsessed with diets, exercise, or any other practices.
Lastly, I’d like to mention that I’m building my company in a way that in the long
run, I can work from everywhere so I don’t necessarily need to stay in the
Netherlands. Bay Area, Nepal, Bali, and a few other spots in the world stuffed
with smart and inspiring people also sound great. As long as great people are
all around, I can pack and go. And well, some things are more important than a
flag on the passport :)
I would also like to mention what lifestyle I would like to develop in the long run. So,
I would like to live on two modes. Namely, I’d like spend half of my time (e.g.,
first two weeks in a month) intensively working with people—giving talks, advising/building projects, visiting meetups and conferences, coaching, etc.
Furthermore, I’d like to spend half of my time (e.g., last two weeks in a month) at
home in some house in the woods or at distant suburbs, preferably the career
centre that I’m dreaming to create in the future. I believe that as humans, we
are slowly going back all the way to the tribal culture we originated from. And,
I’d like to live in a tribe too.
So, I’d like to keep on working on this project at home, but also go out to the park/
woods, recharge at spa, create new content, write books and blogs in silence
(well, in reality it usually ends up with writing marathons accompanied by
Tiësto on full volume), program if necessary, revise how the business is going
and come up with new business ideas, occasionally meeting with close friends.
I don’t mind if someone I live with has a different working schedule, e.g., works for
home or goes to the office every single day. I only care that he accepts my lifestyle and doesn’t rant about the periods when I need to be alone, or I need to
travel.

Why I Wrote This Text
Let me end with why — saying a few words about why I wrote this text in the first
place.
First to say, I am a highly functioning single person. I am not desperate. I don’t spend
my weekends sipping wine with my girlfriends and debating how to get yourself a guy and I don’t spend my precious time browsing through dating websites. Actually, after watching recent defamation trial between Amber Heard
and Johnny Depp, I doubted if I even need a relationship in the first place.
While watching this shit show, I felt like I’m good.
So, I am writing more because I don’t want to have any regrets. And I feel that overall, despite feeling good, I miss some important aspects of life that I might regret on the deathbed. My every day is yet another journey. I feel sad sometimes
when after a long day full of new thoughts and experiences, I have no one to
tell about all that in the evening. It would be cool to walk in home and have
someone to say, “Hey, you won’t guess what happened today!” It always
moves me when I see an elderly couple walking through the city and holding
each other’s hands — as I can imagine how many things these people must
have gone through together.
Lastly, my Dad recently spurred my ambition. Ten years ago, he used to joke that his
future son in law would need to donate a Porsche Carrera to the family to buy
me out. I recently asked him, “So, which model did you have in mind, precisely?” And he answered. “Och, never mind. If someone marries you, I will buy
him a car myself.” There’s no better thing than your parents’ mental support …
Having that said, I feel like I didn’t have a normal youth. Most people go to lots of
parties, date day in day out, and just enjoy life in their twenties. I was glued to
books instead. I spent my early twenties studying three majors at a time and
sleeping 2-4 hours a day in the working week. Then, I entered grad school and
I spent 8 frustrating and stressful years in academia overall. And then, I spent
two years developing my little business behind the closed doors in times of the
lockdown.

At some point I hit the wall. I had enough. At 35/36, I developed such a deep anxiety
that I couldn’t even step out of my bed in the morning. I thought to myself:
what is all this effort for if I cannot even enjoy my youth? When to enjoy if not
now?
That’s when I finally decided to have normal life, with people around and rich, multilayered social life. I sort of always built towards that as I was making friends
along the way, but now, I decided to dedicate more time to my social relations
and prioritize them over work.
I’m talking about this because I feel that my attitude is a bit atypical. It might sound
weird for someone who is closer to 40 than to 30, but I feel young and I want
to just enjoy life. I froze my egg cells at 30 and I don’t feel like I need to now
desperately hunt for the father for my children. I just want to have a normal
youth :)
Why Do I Even Have an Issue With Finding a Partner In the First Place
And it’s not the case that there are no great guys who are interested in getting to
know me. The problem is as follows. Guys usually think that what women are
searching for is:
(1) Handsome,
(2) Wealthy,
(3) Geeks.
Well, guys like that are standing on every corner — they are not even close as special
as they think they are.
While in fact, I, the same as most women, need:
(1) Warm,
(2) Genuinely funny,
(3) Doers.
…and they are almost nowhere to be found.
Women are self-sufficient today. We don’t need men to support us financially. We
also don’t need guys who constantly try to outsmart us and flex with their IQ
and those who spend half a day in the gym or in front of the mirror. To be honest, I have torsions whenever I encounter someone like that.
What I need instead, is someone who is warm and easy-going, and who invites me to
his world just like that, without any tensions, hurdles, posing, or games. Some
who like people and has some empathy and understanding for others in general, not just for me.
Someone who is genuinely funny. I already have what I need to survive. What I need
is a good laughter. Life is always a little bit less insane if you have someone
around you who can laugh through tears and find something positive in every
situation.

Lastly, around some people, everything is easy. They are good decision-makers. They
never complain about stupidities. They can take little inconveniences. They
don’t let you wonder what they think — they just say it. When they work out
some plan, they don’t overthink it — they just go for it. Life is so easy in accompany of such people!
Furthermore, for me, finding a partner is a hard optimization problem, for at least a
few different reasons.
(1) Age gap.
I live a bit non-standard life (that I wish was the standard!). Unfortunately, people of
my age are usually at the point where they are “part of the system:” humbly
paying back their mortgages, watching evening news, developing their families
while sticking to their corporate careers, and trying to forget about their
dreams. While I jumped out of the system and never came back.
This is the probable reason why the vast majority of people who approach me with
romantic interests are either extremely young (like, way under 30) or much
older than me (like, way over 45).
Young people usually get on well with me because they are still dreamers with no
boundaries and using unorthodox methods for solving problems just like me.
Unfortunately, they also typically don’t know what they are going for, and
commit to more responsibility than they can handle. I was left many years ago
by someone who promised me too much at a too young age, and then got
overwhelmed and run. So, I don’t want that to happen to me ever again.
Older people usually get on well with me because after 20+ years of grinding in unwanted jobs and building dysfunctional families, they finally say, “Enough!”
and seek for a new life with a free spirit who lives an interesting life. But the
problem is that, these people are not motivated enough. For them, it is a second
life, while for me, it is first and only life I am planning to have. The two partners need to have the same level of motivation or otherwise, it won’t work.
Overall, for the aforementioned reasons, I usually connect the easiest with people
significantly younger or older than me. Of course, one should judge by age.
There are always outliers and people who subvert expectations in every way.
The problem is: people differing in age from me often don’t represent the right
type or level of motivation to build a firm partnership with me, so I would need
to really spend a lot of time with someone like that to get some test in their
mindset and maturity.
(2) Serious — not serious.
I am a type of person who tries not to be too serious about life, and laugh at every occasion. At the end of the day, we are all born with a death sentence, and life is
fundamentally sad.

However, it doesn’t mean that the best we can do with our lives is to sit at home and
smoke weed day in day out. Or, waste time. I love to laugh but I also know
what is important to me in life and I can fight for it, and work hard to get it.
The issue is:
I often have to do with people who might be funny, bright personalities, and nice to
be around — but at the same time, are not serious about life at all; they are
poor decision-makers, they are too laid back and chilled, and everything is just
“maybe” for them. I just cannot function around such people. Let’s put it
straight: if there is nothing in this world you would kill or die for, we wouldn’t
be good partners.
I also encounter a lot of people who are too serious and how no idea what joy of life
even can be. They would never do anything funny or spontaneous just for the
sake of it, always keep their composure and have quite limited sense of humor.
I sometimes feel like I was attending more like a job interview than a date.
Guys doesn’t even smile once for 2-3 hours, but instead, they tell me all about
their wealth- and family-building plans in fine detail, with all the milestones
and SWOT analysis, quite as if they were pitching to investors.
(3) Close to people but independent on my mind.
I am just not your typical entrepreneur. I was born and raised in Katowice, Silesia region, the most left-winged and laid back region of Poland. I lived therefor 15
years. Then, after studies in Warsaw, I moved to Nijmegen, the Netherlands,
the most left-winged and laid back city of the Netherlands, where I spent 11
years.
Overall, I spent most of my life among people who don’t chase after money in life,
don’t fight for attention, and appreciate community life. Therefore I will never
be one of these huge entrepreneurs who buy themselves expensive mansions
and close themselves behind high hedges. It’s just not me. With family or
alone, I will always live a simple life closer to other people.
But at the same time, I am entrepreneurial and independent on the inside. I think on
my own. I might live and in and with others, but the universe inside my own
head is my own planet, and no one will tell me how I am supposed to think and
what I am supposed to do. I always push for my own creative projects and I
couldn’t trade any part of my identity just to fit to the group.
I think as an entrepreneur grown up among NGO workers, activists, and researchers,
I represent a rare combination of values that rarely come together and it’s hard
for me to find someone with a similar mindset.

(3) Between an idol and a fan.
One more optimization project that I would like touch, is the “idol” versus “fan” attitude. Namely, none of these two attitudes works, while I constantly encounter
either one or the other.
Many men apparently like to worship women whom they keep an eye for. I remember someone booking a plane from Canada to Europe to meet me after just one
conversation online (!) or a guy who left his company of over 100 employees
for the whole day to read through my entire blog to be better prepared for the
date.
Or, people coming to a dinner with me with such an encyclopedic knowledge of my
biography that they probably remembered my story better than me. Women
look for partners not for fans… I would rather hang out with someone who is
genuinely interested but on equal terms.
And similarly, I often encounter guys who are apparently looking for a fan not a partner. They don’t ask me any questions; they just keep on bragging about their
own success. Or even worse, bragging and making patronizing comments on a
side. Maybe they just want to have a good first impression but overall, monologues and bragging always leave me with a bad aftertaste.
If you are an entrepreneur, you live and breathe what you do, you are proud of what
you do, and your thoughts circle around your project 24/7. So, if a person you
go on a date with, doesn’t even bother to ask for the whole evening what your
company does, it almost feels offensive :) It feels like they completely don’t
care who you are. And perhaps they don’t.
***
Lastly….
I need to explain something, as I sometimes act weird and people misunderstand me a
lot as they don’t know why I behave this way.
So, although I have no problem with approaching people and making new friends, I
have some personal experiences that make me very cautious when it comes to
contacts with men. In early 2013, I was left before the wedding and it left huge
impact on me — perhaps for the rest of my life. My hair turned grey, I didn’t
eat for a month, I had a near-death experience, and I didn’t date anyone for another six years after that. Up to this day, I am extremely self-protective when it
comes to dating.
So, I only started again in 2019 and I’m still not much of a risk taker when it comes
to dating. If I don’t see a potential from the very start, and if I don’t feel that
the other party is determined to get to know me, I don’t even bother to go on a
date. Or, when I have even a shadow of the doubt of what the other party’s real
intentions are, I just walk away. I know many awesome men whom I eventually decided not to date just because intuition told me so, or whom I literally run
from because of a rapid panic attack.

I also need to say that after splitting with my ex-fiancee, I took massive amount of
time to analyze all the reasons why the relationship didn’t work in the first
place. Just as usual in such cases, the mistakes happened on both sides — also
on my side. I am aware that I wasn’t expressing enough interest in what my ex
was passionate about, or I was floating away with my thoughts in the conversation way too often (also because I am a day dreamer, but that’s another story).
But the worst of all, I think I was a horrible gaslighter — without even knowing the
term at that point. I was just so insecure that I could go to any length to make
the other person (emotionally) dependent on me. Knowing the fact, I have been
working on my level of self-confidence in the past ten years and I believe I am
solid now… But I still need to hear it loud if I do something wrong as a partner, as I don’t read in minds.
So, whoever considers contacting me, needs to understand that although I have lots of
friends and I like people around, and despite the fact that I take lots of risks
with my company and personal finances, given this story from the past I’m
very cautious and selective with men. I rarely take a decision to try anything
with anyone, and I need some time to build mutual trust. I just believe that being alone is not the worst the can happen to me — it would be much worse to
be with yet another person who is not trustworthy or cuts my wings. Today,
people dump each other like used shoes and I don’t want to be treated like this
ever again. I would rather choose nothing.
Och, plus I often arrive to dates dressed weird, for instance too formal — as I am just
in between a public talk and a business meeting.
To make dating me even harder, I have a tendency to shit test people by asking them
absurd questions; I just can’t help it =) So, overall, I don’t think I’m an easy
material for dating. Guys who are looking for easy, effortless solutions, should
just find someone else.
Contact Information
If you know such a person, or if you bump into someone who might be close to this
description, please drop me a message at natalia.bielczyk@gmail.com and let
me know where to find him. If that person would also want to know something
about me, they can find some information at www.nataliabielczyk.com
Furthermore, I decided to gamify my boyfriend-search process so if you are the referring person and there are some children out of it, one of them will be named
after you*. Thank you so much in advance!1

1

I can also exchange the child’s name with 1 ETH if that works better :)

